COMMUNICATIONS                             129
East since the opening of these pipelines in 1934, the experiment
has been sufficiently successful to justify the preparation of
another scheme to link the Persian Gulf oilfield with the
Mediterranean in spite of the location of this field near a sea
coast. Such projects are undoubtedly beneficial to the dis-
tribution of oil and gas, and the creation of international pipe-
lines together with continental electricity grids would lead to
greater ease of circulation of mechanical energy, to more even
spread of industries, to greater mechanization of agriculture and
consequently to a greater productiveness, without which
political stability is unlikely to be achieved in the less well-
endowed parts of the world.
There remains to be considered the place of air transport in
international circulation. This, the latest and most rapid means
of communication, is a twentieth century development, and has
brought into external State relations a new element which is so
young and has grown so rapidly that it is impossible to calculate
with any accuracy its short and long term effects. Many forecasts
have been attempted; not all of them have been untainted with
gross exaggeration.
The aeroplane, in one form or another, must certainly be
recognized as a medium of both internal and external com-
munication, but it seems unlikely to be able to compete success-
fully with other means of transport for the carriage of goods
because of its large operating costs. J. S. Maclay gives another
shipping expert, Mr. Leslie Runciman, authority for the
statement that
"... one moderate sized cargo vessel in a single peace-
time year carried three times as much freight measured in
ton miles as the whole of the highly organized domestic
air lines of the United States; secondly, that the cost per
ton mile by air was about 3od. while the similar cost for the
ship before the war was about one-thirtieth of a penny."1
Air transport will certainly compete for the carriage of
special commodities, of small bulk and high value, and has
already proved to be of importance in carrying cargoes to places
1J. S. Maday, op. dL9 p. 490.